[Calciphylaxis. A less well-known, clinically relevant disease].
Calciphylaxis is a rare disease which has been increasingly reported in recent decades and has consequently shifted into the focus of clinical and scientific research. The clinical picture is characterized by extensive ischemic ulcerations of the skin and subcutis. Histologically, the small vessels in these lesions show prominent calcifications. Due to the extensive areas of ulceration and necrosis as well as frequently present comorbidities, patients with calciphylaxis are prone to infection and sepsis. In this work, we describe the case of a female kidney-transplant patient with vasculitis who, despite good graft function, developed a fulminant calciphylaxis of both thighs 4 years post transplantation and died of septic complications. The differential diagnoses as well as clinical procedures are described in detail in the case history. In the discussion, we give an overview of the current state of knowledge regarding the etiopathogenesis, risk factors, diagnostic measures and clinical management of calciphylaxis.